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Dear Friend,

We respectfully invite you to join us for Family Gateway’s first family fundraiser, DAYtoPLAY! 
The event will be held on Saturday, April 7, 2018, from 1 to 4 p.m. at AT&T Performing Arts 
Center/Annette Strauss Artist Square, honoring the late founder of Family Gateway, former 
Dallas Mayor Annette Strauss. The simple purpose of the event is to give children a day to just 
be kids - to make new friends and have fun while offering parents the opportunity to 
introduce or reinforce the importance of helping others.

Play is children’s work; it is how kids learn about themselves and the world around them. For 
children experiencing homelessness, play is a way of keeping their bodies and minds in the here 
and now rather than back in stressful and traumatic sensory memories. When children are 
fully and freely engaged in play, they learn new things, develop key social and emotional skills, 
feel part of a community, and take on new challenges. 

DAYtoPLAY will bring families together for a day filled with activities and discoveries geared 
specifically to children. From lawn games and yoga to live music and crafts, entertainment will 
be paired with a focus on volunteerism and service, including a basic overview of the scope of 
families who are experiencing or are near homelessness in our community. 

1 in 30 American children experience homelessness, and Dallas has one of the highest child 
poverty rates among big cities in the U.S. Proceeds from DAYtoPLAY will support Family 
Gateway’s mission to provide stability and life-changing supportive services to children and 
families affected by homelessness in Dallas. Last year, the agency served 399 families including 
897 children. The interventions Family Gateway provides give these children the chance to 
build the resiliency and competence they need to break the detrimental cycle of 
homelessness. 

We hope you can join us for this incredible day of fun and friendship benefiting our city’s most 
vulnerable. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

H a v e  F u n .  D o  G o o d .
DAY toPLAY

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Marlene and John Sughrue           Lara Wilhelm-Harrison and Steve Harrison            Eddie Maestri and Adam Moore
DAYtoPLAY Honorary Chairs           DAYtoPLAY Event Co-Chairs    DAYtoPLAY Event Co-Chairs 
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA & JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

@FAMILYGATEWAYINC 
 (Facebook)

@FAMILYGATEWAY
 (Twitter & Instagram)

Visit familygateway.org to learn more.

ABOUT FAMILY GATEWAY
Family Gateway’s mission is to provide stability and life-changing supportive 
services to children and families affected by homelessness. The agency 
believes in providing housing first and then wrapping trauma-informed 
services around families to help them break the cycle of poverty. Family 
Gateway receives more than 300 unique calls per month from families with 
children who are experiencing a homeless crisis.  

WHY FAMILY GATEWAY IS UNIQUE 
Many shelters have restrictions on what constitutes a family or have multiple 
hurdles that a family must overcome before they can be served. At Family 
Gateway, single parents with children, families with older male children, multi-
generational families, families with same gender parents – all are welcome. 
Family Gateway keeps families together and works with them as they are.PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

ASSESSMENT & DIVERSION
Family Gateway screens families seeking assistance to 
determine if there is a way to divert them from shelter and 
provide services to them where they are or with a family 
member.  This leaves scarce shelter space available for those 
with no other options.

SHELTER & SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
Family Gateway provides emergency shelter at the Annette 
G. Strauss Family Gateway Center. Rooms turn over on an 
ongoing basis as families regain self-sufficiency.  The agency’s 
Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) program is for families 
that are homeless due to a physical, cognitive, or behavioral 
disability. Family Gateway also provides supportive services 
to families through project-based voucher programs.

CASE MANAGEMENT
Family Gateway case managers assess each family’s strengths, 
weaknesses, and barriers to success and create a Family Case 
Plan that includes goals and strategies for achieving them. 

ADULT & CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Family Gateway uses a two-generation approach to support 
families, focusing on the parent and child to help parents 
engage with their children to improve their futures.

EDUCATION PROGRAM
Family Gateway ensures that children are enrolled in school 
and that toddlers are offered a formal assessment and the 
opportunity to attend an early childhood education program 
or preschool through local partner agencies. Family Gateway 
also provides after-school and summer programming, tutoring, 
mentoring, homework assistance and recreational activities. 

GET INVOLVED
The success of Family Gateway’s children and families depends on support 
from community volunteers. Volunteers of all ages are needed. Children 14 
and under must be supervised by an adult.

Opportunities include:
- Organizing a donation drive 
- Tutoring children
- Teaching an adult class
- Planning activities for children

- Adopting a room
- Preparing/serving a meal
- Providing administrative assistance
- Cleaning/facilities maintenance




