
ADOPT A ROOM PROGRAM 
 

 
Our Mission:  
Family Gateway provides housing and comprehensive services to homeless children and their families.  
Services include job training, search and placement assistance, supportive living facilities, life skills classes, 
children’s programming and community transition services.  Training and counseling is intended to restore 
dignity, stability and self-sufficiency to the family unit.  All programs and environments are designed to foster 
emotional, social and economic empowerment. 
 
Why Adopt-a-Room? 
Every child needs a warm bed.  Family Gateway is committed to ensuring that every child finds a safe and 
friendly environment waiting for them when they enter our program. The Adopt-a-Room program will allow 
you to create the first impression for the children and their parents as they begin their road to self-sufficiency.  
This room will provide them with stability that they have been lacking in their life and will encourage and 
empower them for a better life. 
 
How it Works 
When existing clients have successfully completed our program at the Annette G. Strauss Family Gateway 
Center and are ready to move on to obtain longer term or permanent housing they transition back into the 
community, and their room is vacated.  The families usually vacate their rooms on a Tuesday and the new 
family moves in the following Tuesday, giving the adopt a room donor through the weekend to prepare the 
room for the new families to move-in.  There are two options available for you when adopting a room.  1)  
Gather all the items that are needed and drop them off at our Center located at 711 S. St. Paul Street, Dallas, 
TX  75201 and staff will prepare the room, or 2) Gather all the items and come and prepare the room by 
placing all the items in their room and preparing beds, making the room ready for the new family to move in. 
There are many families in need, so our goal is to try and get them in to the Center as soon as possible. 
 
Since our clients remain in the program for 3-5 months, your commitment will be on average 3-4 times a year.  
Due to special circumstances some of our participants stay beyond the 16 week time frame.  So there may be 
times when you are not called upon as frequently to get a room ready. 
 
Getting Started 
Organize your friends, family, co-worker, or congregation members who have an interest in giving a homeless 
child and their family a home.  
 



Special Notes 
With the vulnerable population we serve, it sometimes happens that a family we expect to move in, for 
whatever reason, does not move in as planned; this may occur after you have already made your purchases. If 
that occurs, please know that there are more families on our waiting list, and the room will be given to the 
next available and similarly sized family. Staff will make necessary adjustments for age and gender.  
 
It also sometimes happens that a family’s need is for emergency shelter, and they cannot wait several days to 
move into our care.  In these cases, we will pull from our emergency supplies to make the room ready for the 
family’s basic needs, and we may call upon you for specialized items. The family’s case manager can assist with 
getting your specialized items to the family so that we can respect the family’s privacy and not ask them to 
leave their room for decorating purposes once they are already settled. Thank you for understanding these 
unique situations that happen from time to time. 
 
 
Your Adopt-a-Room Family Information 
You will receive the following information prior to preparing the room. 
 
Family Description:  Mom ____    Dad ____     Children: 
  
  Age/gender   Age/gender   Age/gender   Age/gender  
 
  Age/gender   Age/gender   Age/gender   Age/gender  
 
Supplies Needed to Prepare the Room  
Basic room makeovers require the following.  The number of these items will depend on the size of the family moving 
into the room. 

Twin sized sheets, pillows, pillowcases and comforters for each bed 
Towels & washcloths 

Cleaning products including a broom, dustpan, trash can for room, etc. 
Washing powder, fabric softener and laundry basket.  (no bleach please) 

Some age appropriate toys/items for the children so they can feel more at ease when they move in 
Hygiene items (soap/shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.) 

If your adopted room requires a pack-n- play, please provide if possible so that mother can take with her when she 
moves into her apartment! 

 
 

OPTIONAL (would truly be appreciated by family) 
 

Alarm Clock, Wall hangings, Lamps, Area Rugs, Air freshener 
 

Gift card for mother to purchase items needed for her children (no more than $50) 
Note: this should not be left in the room but given to staff for distribution. 

 
Thank you for providing a warm welcome to new families at the Annette G. Strauss Family Gateway Center. 

 
 

Kathy Kidwell | Director of Volunteers| 214-823-4500 Ex 106 | kkidwell@familygateway.org 
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