


For Immediate Release

Family Gateway Announces New Executive Director

DALLAS, February 14, 2011 – DALLAS - After an intensive regional search, Ralph Doherty, Family Gateway board chair, announced that Robert Alberts has been selected as the new executive director of Family Gateway.

“Rob is the ideal person to lead Family Gateway today and into the future,” Doherty said.  “In these challenging economic times families are facing increasing hardships and family homelessness is growing as a result.  Rob’s experience, commitment and results driven leadership style will ensure Family Gateway offers the best services to help families experiencing homelessness regain their self-sufficiency.” 

Alberts is a respected leader with over 25 years of experience in the nonprofit sector, serving 19 years in the role of Executive Director leading local, regional and international agencies. 

“Homeless families and children have housing and resource needs that differ significantly from other homeless groups.  Family Gateway continues to serve the unique needs of these vulnerable families as it has for over 24 years,” Alberts said.  “I’m honored to have been chosen to lead the agency, which fills such an important role in empowering homeless families for lasting success.” 

Alberts is the third Executive Director in Family Gateway’s long history, and brings a wealth of strategic planning, intra-agency collaboration and capacity building expertise.  As the executive director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Austin and Metropolitan Dallas he increased the number of children served by over 300%. He was also instrumental in improving service delivery and leveraging the knowledge of the organization to train and strengthen other mentoring organizations.  

“I’m looking forward to working with Family Gateway’s staff, board, community partners and donors who share a passion for serving homeless families with children,” Alberts said.   “Together, we can help vulnerable parents and children to overcome obstacles and make positive choices for their future. The growing number of homeless families in our community calls for a strong cooperative network of service providers and creative collaborative solutions.  I look forward to leading this exciting new phase of Family Gateway’s development.” 

Alberts holds a BA in Psychology from the University of Texas at Austin.  He has served on numerous nonprofit boards and committees including, President of the United Way Executive Directors Association, Co-Chair of Dallas’ Promise Mentoring Task Force and President of BBBS of America’s Region X.

About Family Gateway

Family Gateway provides food, shelter and comprehensive services to homeless families with children, empowering them to regain self-sufficiency.  These services include temporary and transitional living facilities, life skills classes, job training, employment search and placement assistance, community transition services and children’s programming.  Family Gateway creates an atmosphere of emotional, social and economic empowerment to restore dignity, stability and self-sufficiency to the family unit.    For more information, visit www.familygateway.org.
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